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Ship reporting systems

Ship reporting systems contribute to safety of life at sea, safety and efficiency of navigation
and/or protection of the marine environment. A ship reporting system, when adopted and
implemented in accordance with the guidelines and criteria developed by the Organization
pursuant to this regulation, shall be used by all ships, or certain categories of ships or ships
carrying certain cargoes in accordance with the provisions of each system so adopted.

The Organization is recognized as the only international body for developing guidelines,
criteria and regulations on an international level for ship reporting systems. Contracting
Government shall refer proposals for the adoption of ship reporting systems to the
Organization. The Organization will collate and disseminate to Contracting Governments all
relevant information with regard to any adopted ship reporting system.

Ship reporting systems not submitted to the Organization for adoption do not necessarily
need to comply with this regulation. However, Govérnments implementing such systems are
encouraged to follow, wherever possible, the guidelines and criteria developed by the
Organization. Contracting Governments may submit such systems to the Organization for
recognition,
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